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(7) ABSTRACT

A shooting instruction device 1 selects one of preset shoot-
ing patterns 101 according to the type and scale of the
disaster to cope with, then inputs shooting conditions 112
corresponding to the selected shooting pattern, and sends a
shooting instruction 103. A video camera apparatus 2 loaded
on a helicopter 3 makes a flight plan 106 based on the
received shooting instruction 103, then shoots the position
of a shooting target, then adds a still picture mark to a video
signal 111, and sends it together with associated data 114. An
information display device 4 extracts a still picture from a
video signal 113 with the still picture mark, and displays the
still picture together with the associated data 114.
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REMOTE-CONTROLLED SHOOTING
SYSTEM, VIDEO CAMERA APPARATUS
AND REMOTE-CONTROLLED SHOOTING
METHOD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a remote-controlled
shooting system, a video camera apparatus and a remote-
controlled shooting method for shooting a disaster-stricken
area from a helicopter or the like in response to an instruc-
tion from the ground.

2. Description of the Prior Art

To keep the damage to a minimum by an earthquake, fire,
typhoon, tsunami or similar major disaster, it is absolutely
necessary to grasp the situations in the stricken area quickly
and accurately. FIG. 29 is a diagram depicting the general
outlines of a conventional remote-controlled shooting sys-
tem disclosed in Japanese Patent Laid-Open Gazette No.
10-257474. Reference numeral 7 denotes a ground base
station which calls for the transmission of disaster
information, and 8 a video camera apparatus loaded on, for
example, a helicopter 9 to shoot the disaster area.

Reference character L1 denotes a first radio channel
which is used to transmit speech signals between the ground
base station 7 and the helicopter 9 or shooting instruction
information to the video camera apparatus 8 and its response
information; and L2 denotes a second radio channel which
is used to transmit video signals from the video camera
apparatus to the ground base station together with shooting
conditions.

Upon occurrence of a major disaster, the ground base
station 7 sends over the first radio channel L1 verbal
instructions to the helicopter 9 as to the position of a target
to be shot or the like and, at the same time, transmits
shooting instruction information indicating the shooting
conditions for the video camera apparatus 8, thereby
remotely controlling it.

Having been instructed from the ground base station 7 on
the position of the target to be shot and the shooting
conditions, the video camera apparatus 8 shoot the specified
spot in the stricken area from above, and transmits the video
images to the base station 7 over the second radio channel
L2. The ground base station 7 separates the received video
images into moving and still images to monitor the scene of
the disaster to grasp the situations. When the transmitted
video images are not sufficient to grasp the disaster
situations, verbal instructions are provided via the first radio
channel while at the same time remotely controlling the
video camera apparatus 8 to obtain new video images.

Since the conventional remote-controlled shooting system
has such a configuration as mentioned above, the method
which remotely controls the video camera apparatus 8 while
monitoring video images and obtains new video signals may
sometimes consume much time to accurately grasp the
disaster situations according to the type and scale of the
disaster and its temporal variations, making it impossible to
quickly take appropriate measures.

Moreover, the load on the operator in the ground base
station 7 is inevitably heavy, and video images are .subject
to individual operators’ judgment, and hence vary according
to the particular operator—this also constitutes an obstacle
to accurately grasping the situations in the disaster-stricken
area.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a remote-controlled shooting system, a video camera appa-
ratus and a remote-controlled shooting method in which a
caller for disaster information selects an appropriate one of
preset shooting patterns in accordance with the type, scale
and temporal variation of the disaster to cope with, and
sends a shooting instruction based on the selected shooting
pattern and the shooting conditions corresponding thereto,
or a shooting instruction based on the selected shooting
pattern, to a video camera apparatus loaded on a helicopter,
and in response to the shooting instruction, the video camera
apparatus video images obtained by shooting a disaster area
from above and transmit the disaster information to the
caller, making it possible to quickly grasp the situations with
high accuracy, while at the same time reducing the load on
the operator of the caller and ensuring that the disaster
information is not subject to the individual operators’ judg-
ment.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a remote-controlled shooting system which is
provided with a video camera apparatus loaded on an
aircraft, a shooting instruction device for sending a shooting
instruction to said video camera apparatus over a radio
channel, and an information display device for displaying
the results of shooting by said video camera apparatus sent
thereto over a radio channel. The shooting instruction
device: responds to an operator’s instruction to select a
desired one of a plurality of prestored shooting patterns;
inputs shooting conditions corresponding to said selected
shooting pattern; and sends to said video camera apparatus
a shooting instruction based on said selected shooting pat-
tern or shooting instruction based on said selected shooting
pattern and said input shooting conditions. The video camera
apparatus: receives said shooting instruction from said
shooting instruction device; make reference to map data and
position/attitude information of said aircraft; based on said
received shooting instruction, computes a sill picture mark-
ing position for extracting a still picture; makes a flight plan
which satisfies said shooting instruction; based on said flight
plan, display the flight path of said aircraft and shoots a
shooting target; and adds a still picture mark to the video
signal obtained at said still picture marking position, and
sends a video signal with still picture mark and data asso-
ciated with said shooting. The information display device:
receives said video signal with still picture mark sent from
said video camera apparatus; extracts said still picture from
said video signal with still picture mark; and displays said
still picture together with said associated data.

According to another aspect of the invention, said shoot-
ing instruction device comprises: a shooting pattern storage
part with a plurality of shooting patterns stored therein; a
first map data storage part with map data stored therein; a
shooting instruction input part which selects one of said
plurality of shooting patterns stored in said shooting pattern
storage part in response to said operator’s instruction, inputs
said shooting conditions through use of said map data in said
first map data storage part corresponding to said selected
shooting pattern, and outputs said shooting instruction based
on said selected shooting pattern, or said shooting instruc-
tion based on said selected shooting pattern and said input
shooting conditions; and a shooting instruction transmitting
part for sending said shooting instruction from said shooting
instruction input part over a radio channel.

According to another aspect of the invention, said shoot-
ing pattern storage part has stored therein, as said plurality
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of shooting patterns, a plurality of basic shooting patterns
and a plurality of model shooting patterns which are com-
binations of said basic shooting patterns.

According to another aspect of the invention, said shoot-
ing pattern storage part has stored therein, as one of said
basic shooting patterns, a single-point shooting pattern for
extracting one still picture at a point specified by some
coordinates from a video image obtained by said video
camera apparatus.

According to another aspect of the invention, said shoot-
ing pattern storage part has stored therein, as one of said
basic shooting patterns, a multiple-point shooting pattern for
extracting, at fixed time intervals, a plurality of still pictures
at points specified by some coordinates from a video image
obtained by said video camera apparatus.

According to another aspect of the invention, said shoot-
ing pattern storage part has stored therein, as one of said
basic shooting patterns, a line shooting pattern for shooting
a continuously stretching shooting target and for extracting
a plurality of still pictures.

According to another aspect of the invention, said shoot-
ing pattern storage part has stored therein, as one of said
basic shooting patterns, an area shooting pattern for shooting
a wide shooting target area and for extracting a plurality of
still pictures.

According to another aspect of the invention, said shoot-
ing pattern storage part has stored therein, as one of said
basic shooting patterns, a spotlight shooting pattern for
shooting a target from said aircraft flying around a spot
specified on a map and for extracting a plurality of still
pictures shot from different directions.

According to another aspect of the invention, said shoot-
ing pattern storage part has stored therein, as one of said
basic shooting patterns, a panoramic shooting pattern for
shooting a target from said aircraft hovering over its center
while turning a camera and for extracting a plurality of still
pictures shot from different directions.

According to another aspect of the invention, said video
camera apparatus comprises: a shooting instruction receiv-
ing part for receiving said shooting instruction from said
shooting instruction device; a second map data storage part
with two- and three dimensional map data stored therein; a
position/attitude detecting part for detecting the position/
attitude information of said aircraft; a shooting planning part
which: makes reference to map data in said second map data
storage part and said position/attitude information detected
by said position/attitude detecting part; based on said shoot-
ing instruction received in said shooting instruction receiv-
ing part, computes a still picture marking position for
extracting a still picture; and makes a flight plan which
satisfies said shooting instruction; a flight path display
control part which makes reference to map data in said
second map data storage part and said position/attitude
information detected by said position/attitude detecting part,
and creates flight path information of said aircraft based on
said flight plan made by said shooting planning part; a flight
path display part for displaying the flight path of said aircraft
based on said flight path display information; a shooting
control part which: makes reference to said position/attitude
information of said aircraft detected by said position/attitude
detecting part; based one said flight plan made by said
shooting planning part, sets camera conditions and outputs
camera control conditions; and outputs a still picture mark-
ing instruction for adding a still picture mark to said video
signal obtained by shooting; a camera part for shooting a
shooting target based on said camera control information
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and for outputting a video signal and associated shooting
conditions; a shooting information generating part which,
following said flight pan made by said shooting planning
part, adds a still picture mark to said video signal from said
camera part based on said still picture marking instruction
from said shooting control part, then outputs a video signal
with still picture mark, and outputs as said associated data
said position/attitude information of said aircraft when said
still picture mark was added and said shooting conditions
from said camera part; and a shooting result transmitting
part for sending over a radio channel said video signal with
still picture mark and said associated data provided from
said shooting information generating part.

According to another aspect of the invention, said shoot-
ing planning part comprises: a model shooting pattern
storage part having stored therein a model shooting pattern
and its shooting conditions, said model shooting pattern
being a combination of basic shooting patterns; a shooting
instruction decision part which: receives said shooting
instruction and decides the shooting pattern instructed by
said shooting instruction device; in the case of a basic
shooting pattern, outputs said received shooting instruction
intact; and in the case of a model shooting pattern, reads out
each basic shooting pattern contained in said model shooting
pattern stored in said model shooting pattern storage part
and said shooting conditions corresponding thereto, and
outputs them as said shooting instruction; a shooting instruc-
tion storage part for storing said shooting instruction pro-
vided from said shooting instruction decision part; a flight
plan preparing part which: reads out said shooting instruc-
tion stored in said shooting instruction storage part; makes
reference to said map data in said second map data storage
part and said position/attitude information of said aircraft
detected in said position/attitude detecting part; computes a
still picture marking position for extracting a still picture;
and makes a flight plan which satisfies said shooting instruc-
tion; a flight plan storage part for storing said flight plan
made by said flight plan generating part; and a flight plan
management part for reading out said flight plan stored in
said flight plan storage part and outputs said read-out flight
plan.

According to another aspect of the invention, when it has
received a shooting instruction indicating the single-point
shooting as the shooting pattern and the position of the
shooting target and the still picture size as the shooting
conditions, said flight plan preparing part obtains altitude
data of said shooting target position from said map data in
said second map data storage part, computes the shooting
distance from said shooting target position which provides
said still picture size, obtains the current position of said
aircraft from said position/attitude information detected by
said position/attitude detecting part, obtains an approach
path of said aircraft from said current position of said aircraft
and said shooting target position; obtains altitude data from
said shooting target position to the position of said shooting
distance on said approach path from said map data in said
second map data storage part, and computes the intersection
of the lowest altitude where said shooting target can be seen
and said shooting distance on said approach path, thereby
computing a still picture marking position.

According to another aspect of the invention, when it has
received a shooting instruction indicating the line shooting
as the shooting pattern and a plurality of way points and the
still picture size as the shooting conditions, said flight plan
preparing part computes each still picture marking position
between said way points in a manner to provide overlapping
of still pictures, obtains altitude data of said each still picture
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marking position from the map data in said second map data
storage part, and calculates the flight altitude of said aircraft
from the maximum altitude in said altitude data.

According to another aspect of the invention, when said
shooting information generating part adds a still picture
mark to the video signal from said camera part, said still
picture mark is superimposed on a vertical sync signal in
said video signal.

According to another aspect of the invention, said infor-
mation display part comprises: a shooting result receiving
part for receiving said video signal with still picture mark
and said associated data from said video camera apparatus;
a still picture extracting part for extracting said still picture
from said video signal with still picture mark received -in
said shooting result receiving part and for outputting said
still picture together with said associated data; a database
storage part for storing said still picture and said associated
data output from said still picture extracting part; a third map
data storage part for storing map data; and a shooting
information display part which reads out said still picture
and said associated data stored in said database storage part
and display them on the map data read out of said third map
data storage part.

According to another aspect of the invention, said still
picture extracting part responds to said shooting instruction
from said shooting instruction device to perform still picture
processing such as joining together extracted still pictures or
estimation of a burning area.

According to another aspect of the invention, there is
provided a video camera apparatus which is loaded on an
aircraft and shoots a shooting target in response to an
external shooting instruction, said video camera apparatus
comprising: a shooting instruction receiving part for receiv-
ing said shooting instruction sent over a radio channel; a
map data storage part with two- and three dimensional map
data stored therein; a position/attitude detecting part for
detecting the position/attitude information of said aircraft; a
shooting planning part which: makes reference to map data
in said second map data storage part and said position/
attitude information detected by said position/attitude
detecting part; based on said shooting instruction received in
said shooting instruction receiving part, computes a still
picture marking position for extracting a still picture; and
makes a flight plan which satisfies said shooting instruction;
a flight path display control part which makes reference to
map data in said second map data storage part and said
position/attitude information detected by said position/
attitude detecting part, and creates flight path information of
said aircraft based on said flight plan made by said shooting
planning part; a flight path display part for displaying the
flight path of said aircraft based on said flight path display
information; a shooting control part which: makes reference
to said position/attitude information of said aircraft detected
by said position/attitude detecting part; based one said flight
plan made by said shooting planning part, sets camera
conditions and outputs camera control conditions; and out-
puts a still picture marking instruction for adding a still
picture mark to a video signal obtained by shooting; a
camera part for shooting a shooting target based on said
camera control information and for outputting a video signal
and associated shooting conditions; a shooting information
generating part which, following said flight pan made by
said shooting planning part, adds a still picture mark to said
video signal from said camera part based on said still picture
marking instruction from said shooting control part, then
outputs a video signal with still picture mark, and outputs as
said associated data said position/attitude information of
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said aircraft when said still picture mark was added and said
shooting conditions from said camera part; and a shooting
result transmitting part for sending to the outside over a
radio channel said video signal with still picture mark and
said associated data provided from said shooting informa-
tion generating part.

According to another aspect of the invention, said shoot-
ing planning part comprises: a model shooting pattern
storage part having stored therein a model shooting pattern
and its shooting conditions, said model shooting pattern
being a combination of basic shooting patterns; a shooting
instruction decision part which: receives said shooting
instruction and decides the shooting pattern instructed by
said shooting instruction device; in the case of a basic
shooting pattern, outputs said received shooting instruction
intact; and in the case of a model shooting pattern, reads out
each basic shooting pattern contained in said model shooting
pattern stored in said model shooting pattern storage part
and said shooting conditions corresponding thereto, and
outputs them as said shooting instruction; a shooting instruc-
tion storage part for storing said shooting instruction pro-
vided from said shooting instruction decision part; a flight
plan preparing part which: reads out said shooting instruc-
tion stored in said shooting instruction storage part; makes
reference to said map data in said second map data storage
part and said position/attitude information of said aircraft
detected in said position/attitude detecting part; computes a
still picture marking position for extracting a still picture;
and makes a flight plan which satisfies said shooting instruc-
tion; a flight plan storage part for storing said flight plan
made by said flight plan generating part; and a flight plan
management part for reading out said flight plan stored in
said flight plan storage part and outputs said read-out flight
plan.

According to another aspect of the invention, when it has
received a shooting instruction indicating the single-point
shooting as the shooting pattern and the position of the
shooting target and the still picture size as the shooting
conditions, said flight plan preparing part obtains altitude
data of said shooting target position from said map data in
said map data storage part, computes the shooting distance
from said shooting target position which provides said still
picture size, obtains the current position of said aircraft from
said position/attitude information detected by said position/
attitude detecting part, obtains an approach path of said
aircraft from said current position of said aircraft and said
shooting target position; obtains altitude data from said
shooting target position to the position of said shooting
distance on said approach path from said map data in said
map data storage part, and computes the intersection of the
lowest altitude where said shooting target can be seen and
said shooting distance on said approach path, thereby com-
puting a still picture marking position.

According to another aspect of the invention, when it has
received a shooting instruction indicating the line shooting
as the shooting pattern and a plurality of way points and the
still picture size as the shooting conditions, said flight plan
preparing part computes each still picture marking position
between said way points in a manner to provide overlapping
of still pictures, obtains altitude data of said each still picture
marking position from the map data in said map data storage
part, and calculates the flight altitude of said aircraft from
the maximum altitude in said altitude data.

According to another aspect of the invention, when said
shooting information generating part adds a still picture
mark to the video signal from said camera part, said still
picture mark is superimposed on a vertical sync signal in
said video signal.
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According to another aspect of the invention, there is
provided a remote-controlled shooting method comprising
the steps of: (1) selecting a desired one of a plurality of
prestored shooting patterns in response to an operator’s
instruction; (2) inputting shooting conditions corresponding
to said selected shooting pattern in response to an operator’s
instruction; (3) outputting an shooting instruction based on
said shooting pattern selected in said step (1), or a shooting
instruction based on said shooting pattern selected in said
step (1) and said shooting conditions input in said step (2);
(4) sending said shooting instruction to an aircraft over a
radio channel; (5) receiving said shooting instruction; (6)
making reference to map data and position/attitude infor-
mation of said aircraft, computing a still picture marking
position for extracting a still picture based on said received
shooting instruction, and making a flight plan which satisfies
said shooting instruction; (7) displaying a flight path of said
aircraft based on said flight plan; (8) shooting a shooting
target; (9) adding a still picture to the resulting video signal
to extract therefrom a still picture; (10) sending over a radio
channel a video signal with said still picture mark and data
associated with shooting; (11) receiving said video signal
with said still picture mark and said associated data sent over
said radio channel; (12) extracting a still picture from said
video signal with said still picture mark; and (13) displaying
said extracted still picture and said associated data.

According to another aspect of the invention, said plural-
ity of preset shooting patterns in said step (1) are a plurality
of basic shooting patterns and a plurality of model shooting
patterns, each consisting of a combination of said basic
shooting patterns.

According to another aspect of the invention, the said step
(9) is a step of superimposing said still picture mark on a
vertical sync signal of said video signal.

According to another aspect of the invention, said step
(12) includes a step of performing still picture processing
such as combining still pictures or estimation of a burning
area in response to said shooting instruction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram for explaining the general
outlines of a remote-controlled shooting system according to
en embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram depicting the configuration of
the remote-controlled shooting system according to the
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a table showing the kinds of shooting patterns
stored in a shooting pattern storage part according to the
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a conceptual diagram of single-point shooting
according to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. § is a conceptual diagram of multiple-point shooting
according to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a conceptual diagram of line shooting according
to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a conceptual diagram of area shooting according
to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a conceptual diagram of spotlight shooting
according to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a conceptual diagram of panoramic shooting
according to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a conceptual diagram of free shooting accord-
ing to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a block diagram depicting the internal configu-
ration of a shooting planning part of a video camera appa-
ratus according to the embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing the operation of a shooting
instruction device according to the embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 13 is a diagram depicting an example of specifying
the shooting range in the area shooting according to the
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 14 is a table showing an example of the contents of
a shooting instruction issued from a shooting instruction
input part according to the embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 15 is a flowchart showing the operation of the video
camera apparatus according to the embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 16 is a diagram for explaining a flight plan for the
area shooting formulated in the shooting planning part
according to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 17 is a diagram depicting an example of a display in
a flight path display part in the area shooting according to the
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 18 is a diagram for explaining how to add still
picture mark according to the embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 19 is a table showing an example of the contents of
associated data according to the embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 20 is a flowchart showing the operation of the
shooting planning part according to the embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 21 is a flowchart showing the operation of an
information display part according to the embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 22 is a diagram for explaining still picture processing
for the estimation of a burning area according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 23 is a diagram for explaining the process of a flight
plan formulating part in the single-point shooting according
to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 24 is a flowchart showing the operation of the flight
plan formulating part for defining a helicopter standby area
and a still picture marking position in the single-point
shooting according to the embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 25 is a table showing a flight plan for the single-point
shooting formulated by the flight plan formulating part
according to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 26 is a diagram for explaining the process of the
flight plan formulating part of the shooting planning part in
the line shooting according to the embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 27 is a flowchart depicting the procedure by which
the flight plan formulating part defines the helicopter
standby area, way points and the still picture marking
positions in the line shooting according to the embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 28 is a table showing a flight plan for the line
shooting formulated by the flight plan formulating part
according to the embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 29 is a diagram depicting the general outlines of a
conventional remote-controlled shooting system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic sketch of a remote-controlled
video-shooting system according to an embodiment of the
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present invention. Reference numeral 1 denotes a shooting
instruction device located, for example, on the ground. The
instruction device 1 selects a particular one of preset shoot-
ing patterns in accordance with the kind of disaster, inputs
shooting conditions corresponding to the selected pattern,
and sends over a radio channel shooting instructions based
on the selected pattern or shooting instruction based on the
selected shooting pattern and the input shooting conditions.

Reference numeral 2 denotes a video camera apparatus
loaded, for example, on a helicopter (an aircraft) 3. The
video camera apparatus 2 responds to the instruction from
the shooting instruction device I to formulate a flight plan,
shoot a video of a specified area in a stricken region
(hereinafter referred to simply as a shooting target for the
sake of simplicity), add a still picture mark to the video
signals and send the video signals with the still picture mark
over a radio channel together with associated data. Refer-
ence numeral 4 denotes an information display device which
is located, for example, on the ground, extracts the still
picture from the video signals sent from the video camera
apparatus 2 and displays it along with the associated data

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the configuration of
the remote-controlled video-shooting system according to
the embodiment of the present invention. The shooting
instruction device 1 comprises: a shooting pattern storage
part 11; a map data storage part (a first map data storage part)
12; a shooting instruction generating part 13; and a shooting
instruction input part 14. In the shooting pattern storage part
11 there are prestored shooting patterns, a particular one of
which is read out according to the type and scale of the
disaster to cope with. In the map data storage part (a first
map data storage part) 12 there is prestored two-dimensional
map data 102.

In response to instructions from an operator, the shooting
instruction input part 13 selects a particular one of the
shooting patterns 101 stored in the shooting pattern storage
part 11 according to the type and scale of the disaster, and
inputs shooting parameters such as the position of a shooting
target, the shooting range, the shooting direction, the selec-
tion of the camera to be used and various shooting param-
eters for the camera including the size of each still picture
through utilization of the two-dimensional map data 102
read out of the map data storage part 12 in correspondence
with the selected shooting pattern 101. The shooting instruc-
tion input part 13 provides to the shooting instruction
transmitting part 14 shooting instructions 103 based solely
on the selected shooting pattern 101 or on both of the
shooting pattern 101 and the input shooting conditions.

The shooting instruction transmitting part 14 sends the
shooting instructions 103 from the shooting instruction
generating part 13 to the video camera apparatus 2 on the
helicopter 3 over an analog or digital radio channel.

The video camera apparatus 2 comprises: a shooting
instruction receiving part 21; a map data storage part (a
second map data storage part) 22; a helicopter position/
attitude detecting part 23; a shooting planning part 24; a
flight path display control part 25; a flight path display part
26; a shooting control part 27; a camera part 28; a shooting
information generating part 29; and a shooting results trans-
mitting part 30.

The shooting instruction receiving part 21 receives the
shooting instructions 103 sent from the shooting instruction
device 1. The map data storage part 22 has prestored therein
two- and three-dimensional map data 104. The helicopter
positioi/attitude detecting part 23 detects position/attitude
information 105 such as the current position, altitude, atti-
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tude angle and flying speed of the helicopter 3 by means of
a GPS (Global Positioning System) or gyro.

By reference to altitude data of the three-dimensional map
data 104 read out of the map data part 22 and the position/
attitude information 105 on the helicopter 3 detected in the
position/attitude detecting part 23, the shooting planning
part 24 computes, based on the shooting instructions 103
received in the instruction receiving part 21, the flight path,
flight altitude and flying speed of the helicopter 3, the
position of a shooting target (latitude and longitude of the
center of a still picture), the altitude of the shooting target
(the altitude of the center of the still picture), a still picture
marking position where to extract a still picture from video
images being shot, and various other camera conditions
including the camera angle of view corresponding to the still
picture size. Based on the conditions thus computed, the
shooting planning part 24 sets up a flight plan 106 that
satisfies the instructions 103 sent from the shooting instruc-
tion device 1.

The flight path display control part 25 reads out of the
map data storage part 22 the map data 104 corresponding to
the flight plan 106 from the shooting planning part 24, and
provides flight path display information 107 indicating the
flight path and current position of the helicopter 3 by
reference to the position/attitude information 105 of the
helicopter 3 detected in the position/attitude detecting part
23. The flight path display part 26 displays the flight path
and current position of the helicopter 3 based on the flight
path display information 107 provided from the flight path
display control part 25.

Based on the current position/attitude information 105 of
the helicopter 3 from the position/attitude detecting part 23,
the shooting control part 27 sets camera conditions for
implementing the flight plan 106 provided from the shooting
planning part 2, and outputs the camera conditions as camera
control information 108 to the camera part 28. At the same
time, the shooting control part 27 provides to the shooting
information generating part 2 a still picture marking instruc-
tion 109 which instructs to make a still picture mark at the
position defined by the flight plan 106. Upon each comple-
tion of the flight plan 106, the shooting control part 27 sends
progress-of-shooting information 110 to the shooting plan-
ning part 24.

The camera part 28 responds to the camera control
information 108 from the shooting control part 27 to shoot
the specified target, and outputs video signals 111 and
shooting conditions 112 under which the target was shot.
The camera part 28 is provided with a visible-light camera,
an infrared camera and so forth.

The shooting information generating part 29 responds to
the still picture marking instruction 109 from the shooting
control part 27 in correspondence with the flight plan 106
from the shooting planning part 24, and outputs a video
signal 113 with still picture mark. At the same time, the
shooting information generating part 29 provides, as asso-
ciated data 114, the position/attitude information 105 and the
shooting conditions 112 at the time the still picture mark was
added.

The shooting result transmitting part 30 sends the video
signals 113 with still picture mark from the shooting infor-
mation generating part 29 to the information display device
4 over an analog radio channel. At the same time, the
shooting result transmitting part 30 sends the associated data
114 from the shooting information generating part 29 to the
display device 4 over a digital radio channel.

The information display device 4 comprises: a shooting
results receiving part 41; a still picture extracting part 42; a
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database storage part 43; a map data storage part (a third
map data storage part) 44; and 45 a shooting information
display part.

The shooting results receiving part 41 receives the video
signals with a still picture mark 113 and the associated data
114 sent from the shooting result transmitting part 30 of the
video camera apparatus 2. The still picture extracting part 42
extracts a still picture from the video signals 113 and, if
necessary, processes it by a still picture processing method
specified by the shooting instructions 103 sent from the
shooting instruction input part 13. The still picture 115 thus
extracted and the associated data 114 are provided to the
database storage part 43, wherein they are stored.

The map data storage part 44 has stored therein two-
dimensional map data. The shooting information display
part 45 reads out the still picture 115 and the associated data
114 from the database storage part 43, using as a readout
address, for example, the shooting instruction ID number of
the shooting instruction 103 from the shooting instruction
input part 13 of the shooting instruction device 1, and
displays them on the map data 116 read out of the map data
storage part 44.

FIG. 3 is a table showing the kinds of shooting patterns
110 stored in the shooting pattern storage part 11 of the
shooting instruction device 1. As shown, there are preset and
prestored plural kinds of basic shooting patterns (P) and
plural kinds of model shooting patterns (Q) that are combi-
nations of the basic shooting patterns (p).

FIG. 4 is a conceptual diagram of a single-point shooting
scheme (P1). The single-point shooting scheme (P1) is to
extract one still picture at a point specified by some coor-
dinates from the video signals 113 so as to grasp disaster
situations in a short time. In FIG. 4 a standby area E is a
position on the flight path of the helicopter 3 toward the
position A of the target to be shot; in the standby area E,
preparations for shooting such as locking on the position A
of the target are made and then shooting is started. A
shooting-distance position B is a position where to add a still
picture mark for extracting a still picture from the video
being shot.

FIG. 5 is a conceptual diagram of a multiple-point shoot-
ing scheme (P2). The multiple-point shooting scheme (P2) is
to extract a plurality of still pictures at points specified by
some coordinates from the video signals at fixed time
intervals. This is intended to monitor the spread of disaster
with the lapse of time. Reference characters A, B and C are
common to those in FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a conceptual diagram of a continuous shooting
scheme (P3). The continuous shooting scheme (P3) is to
shoot a continuously stretching target such as a river or
expressway from right above and extract a plurality of still
pictures from the video images. This is intended to grasp
disaster situations in such a long, continuously stretching
target. Reference characters WPT(1), WPT(2), WPT(3) and
WPT(4) denote specified way points of the helicopter 3,
D(1), D(2), D(3), . . . , D(4) denote still picture marking
positions; and E denotes a standby area of the helicopter 3.

FIG. 7 is a conceptual diagram of an area shooting scheme
(P4). The area shooting scheme (P4) is to shoot a wide area,
extract a plurality of still images and join them together into
one still picture from which to judge disaster situations over
a wide area or grasp detailed situations in a limited area. The
flight path is so determined as to keep the total number of
round-trip flights over the disaster-stricken area to a
minimum, taking into account overlapping of adjacent still
images. Reference characters WPT(1), WPT(2),
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WPT(@3), . . . WPT(12) denote specified way points of the
helicopter 3; and D(1), D(2), D(3), . . ., D(36) denote still
picture marking positions.

FIG. 8 is a conceptual diagram of spotlight shooting
scheme (P5). The spotlight shooting scheme (P5) is to shoot
a limited area, building or similar shooting target A from the
helicopter 3 flying around a spot specified on the map and
extract still pictures, for example, at 16 points on the flight
path around the target A. Reference characters D(1), D(2),
D(@3), . . ., D(16) denote still picture marking positions.

FIG. 9 is a conceptual diagram of panoramic shooting
scheme (P6). This is intended to grasp disaster situations of
a wide area immediately after the occurrence of a disaster by
extracting a plurality of still pictures from video images
obtained by shooting the target area from the helicopter 3
hovering over its center A while turning the camera part 28
or the helicopter 3 itself or both of them.

FIG. 10 is a conceptual diagram of free shooting scheme
(P7), which is intended for use when no particular spot of
disaster is found. In this instance, only a shooting target area
is specified and a cameraman on the helicopter 3 is allowed
to shoot his arbitrarily selected target spots A within the
specified area and designate still picture marking.

The model shooting pattern (Q) depicted in FIG. 3 is an
arbitrary combination of the above-described basic shooting
patterns (P). By preparing such combinations of basic pat-
terns (P) and preset shooting conditions for each basic
pattern (P), it is possible to reduce the load on an operator
at the time of occurrence of a disaster and perform activity
at the anti-disaster headquarters as predetermined.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram depicting the internal configu-
ration of the shooting planning part 24 of the video camera
apparatus 2. Reference numeral 51 denotes a model shooting
pattern storage part in which there are prestored, for each
basic shooting pattern (P) contained in the model shooting
pattern (Q), a plurality of model shooting patterns (Q) and
shooting conditions such as the position of the shooting
target, the shooting range, the shooting direction, the selec-
tion of camera and various shooting parameters for camera
including the still picture size.

Reference numeral 52 denotes a shooting instruction
decision part that receives the shooting instruction 103
received by the shooting instruction receiving part 21 and
decides the kind of the shooting pattern 101. When receiving
the shooting pattern 101 is the basic shooting pattern (P), the
shooting instruction decision part 52 outputs the basic
shooting pattern (P) as received and the shooting instruction
103 corresponding to its shooting conditions, and in the case
of the model shooting pattern (Q), the shooting instruction
decision part 52 reads out of the model shooting pattern
storage part 51 each basic shooting pattern (P) and each
shooting condition contained in the model shooting pattern
(Q), and outputs them as the shooting instruction 103.

Reference numeral 53 denotes a shooting instruction
storage part in which to store the shooting instruction 103
provided from the shooting instruction decision part 52.
Reference numeral 54 denotes a flight plan preparing part
which reads out the shooting instruction 103 stored in the
shooting instruction storage part 53 and refers to altitude
data in the three-dimensional map data from the map data 22
and the position/attitude information 105 of the helicopter 3
detected in the position/attitude detecting part 23 to
compute, based on the read-out shooting instruction 103, the
flight path, flight altitude and flying speed of the helicopter
3, the position of the shooting target, the still picture
marking position, and various camera conditions including
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the camera angle of view corresponding to the still picture
size. Based on the results of computation, the flight plan
preparing part 54 sets up the flight plan 106 that satisfies the
shooting instruction 103.

In this instance, the flight plan preparing part 54 formu-
lates the flight plan 106 for each specified basic shooting
pattern (P). That is, in the case of the model shooting pattern
(Q), the flight plan 106 is prepared for each of the basic
shooting patterns contained in the model shooting pattern
(Q).

Reference numeral 55 denotes a flight plan storage part in
which to store the flight plan 106 prepared in the flight plan
preparing part 54, and 56 a flight pan management part
which reads out of one flight plan 106 from the flight plan
storage part 55 and outputs it. In the case of the model
shooting pattern (Q), the flight plan management part 56
reads out one flight plan 106 from the flight plan storage part
55 whenever it receives from the shooting control part 27 the
progress-on-shooting information 110 indicating the end of
the previous flight plan 106.

Next, the operation of this embodiment will be described
below.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart depicting the operation of the
shooting instruction device 1. In step ST1 the shooting
instruction input part 13 responds to an operator’s instruc-
tion to input the shooting instruction ID number and the date
and time of sending the shooting instruction and select one
of the shooting patterns 101 in the shooting pattern storage
part 11 according to the type and scale of the disaster to cope
with.

In step ST2 the shooting instruction input part 13 reads
out of the map data storage part 12 the two-dimensional map
data corresponding to the selected shooting pattern 101, and
input shooting conditions such as various shooting param-
eters for camera including the position of the shooting target,
the shooting range, the kind of camera to be used and the still
picture size. If necessary, the shooting instruction input part
13 inputs a message for a helicopter pilot which is displayed
on the flight path display part 26 of the video camera
apparatus 2 and a method for still picture processing which
is performed in the still picture extracting part 42 of the
information display device 4.

Incidentally, when the shooting pattern selected in step
ST1 is the model shooting pattern (Q), the input of the
shooting conditions in step ST2 is omitted because the
shooting conditions for each basic shooting pattern (P)
contained in the model shooting pattern (Q) are prestored in
the model shooting pattern storage part 51 in the shooting
planning part 24 of the video camera apparatus 2. This is
intended to avoid the necessity for inputting enormous
volumes of data representing all shooting conditions for the
model shooting pattern and reduce such massive amount of
data to be transmitted to the video camera apparatus 2.

FIG. 13 is a diagram depicting an example of the desig-
nation of the range of shooting in the area shooting scheme
(P4). As shown, the shooting instruction input part 13 inputs,
as the range of shooting, a rectangular area on the map
displayed using the map data 102.

The shooting conditions to be input differ with the shoot-
ing patterns depicted in FIG. 3. In the case of the multiple-
point shooting scheme (P2), a predetermined time interval
for extracting still pictures is added; in the cases of the
continuous shooting scheme (P3) and the area shooting
scheme (P4), the way points of the helicopter 3 are added;
in the case of the spot shooting scheme (P5), predetermined
directions for extracting still pictures are added; and in the
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cases of the panoramic shooting scheme (P6) and the free
shooting scheme (P7), the radius of the shooting area is
added.

In step ST3 in FIG. 12, when the model shooting pattern
(Q) is selected, the shooting instruction input part 13 pro-
vides the shooting instruction 103 based on the selected
shooting pattern 101 to the shooting instruction transmitting
part 14 and the information display device 4. When the basic
shooting pattern (P) is selected, the shooting instruction
input part 13 the shooting instruction 103 based on the
selected shooting pattern 101 and the input shooting condi-
tions to the shooting instruction transmitting part 14 and the
information display device 4.

FIG. 14 is a table showing an example of contents of the
shooting instruction 103 provided from the shooting instruc-
tion input part 13. In the shooting instruction 103 there are
contained shooting conditions including: the shooting
instruction ID number, the date and time of transmitting the
shooting instruction; the selected shooting pattern; the posi-
tion of the shooting target indicated by latitude and longi-
tude; the altitude for shooting, parameters for a visible-light
or infrared camera; shooting parameters such as the actual
still picture size; and a message and a still picture processing
method which are displayed on the flight path display part
26.

In step ST4 in FIG. 12, the shooting instruction transmit-
ting part 14 sends the shooting instruction 103 from the
shooting instruction input part 13 over an analog or digital
radio channel to the video camera apparatus 2 on the
helicopter 3.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart showing the operation of the video
camera apparatus 2. In step ST11 the shooting instruction
receiving part 21 receives the shooting instructions sent
from the shooting instruction transmitting part 14 of the
shooting instruction device 1 over the analog or digital radio
channel.

In step ST 12 the shooting planning part 24 responds to
the shooting instructions 21 fed from the shooting instruc-
tion receiving part 21 to compute, by reference to altitude
data in the three-dimensional map data 104 read out of the
map data storage part 22 and the position/attitude informa-
tion 105 of the helicopter 3 detected in the position/attitude
detecting part 23, the flight path, flight altitude and flying
speed of the helicopter 3, the position and altitude of the
shooting target, the still picture marking position and various
camera conditions including the camera angle of view
corresponding to the designated still picture size which
satisty the shooting instruction 103 received in the shooting
instruction receiving part 21. Then the shooting planning
part 24 formulates the flight plan 106 containing the shoot-
ing instruction ID number. The position/attitude detecting
part 23 always detects the position/attitude information 105
such as the current position, altitude, attitude angle and
flying speed of the helicopter 3 by means of GPS or gyro.

FIG. 16 is a diagram for explaining the flight plan 106 for
the area shooting scheme (P4) created by the shooting
planning part 24. As shown, the still picture marking posi-
tions D(1), D(2), . . . , the camera direction and the camera
angle of view are computed with respect to the specified
shooting range and the way points WPT(1), WPT(2), . . . of
the helicopter 3.

In step ST12 in FIG. 15, when the shooting instruction
103 received in the shooting instruction receiving part 21 is
directed to the model shooting pattern (Q), the instruction
103 does not contain any shooting conditions such as the
position of the shooting target, the shooting range, the
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camera to be used and various shooting parameters includ-
ing the still picture size; hence, the shooting planning part 24
formulates the flight plan 106 containing the shooting
instruction ID number based on predetermined shooting
conditions which are preset and prestored.

In step ST13 the flight path display control part 25 reads
out of the map data storage part 22 the map data 204
corresponding to the flight plan 106 provided from the
shooting planning part 24, and generates the flight path
display information 107 indicating the flight path of the
helicopter 3 and its current position. Based on the flight path
display information 107 provided from the flight path dis-
play control part 25, the flight path display part 26 displays
the flight path and current position of the helicopter 3. The
pilot flies the helicopter 3 along the flight path on the display.

FIG. 17 is a diagram showing an example of a display that
is provided by the flight path display part 26. On the map
derived from the map data 104 there are displayed the flight
path and current position of the helicopter 3. The flight
altitude and flying speed may also be displayed, and when
a message is contained in the shooting instruction 103
depicted in FIG. 14, its character information may be
displayed as well.

In step ST14 in FIG. 15, based on the current position/
attitude information 105 of the helicopter 3 provided from
the position/attitude detecting part 23, the shooting control
part 27 sets various camera conditions for implementing the
flight plan 106 from the shooting planning part 24, and
outputs them as the camera control information 108 to the
camera part 28.

In step ST1S, based on the camera control information
108 from the shooting control part 27, the camera part 28
uses the visible-light or infrared camera to shoot the target,
and outputs the resulting video signal 111 and the shooting
condition 112 to the shooting information generating part
29.

In step ST16, based on the position/attitude information
105 from the position/attitude detecting part 23, the shooting
control part 27 outputs to the shooting information gener-
ating part 29 the still picture marking instruction 109 which
instructs the addition of the still picture mark for extracting
a still picture from the video signals 111 at the position
defined by the flight plan 106.

In step ST17, based on the flight plan 106 containing
shooting instruction ID number provided from the shooting
planning part 24 and the still picture marking instruction 109
from the shooting control part 27, the shooting information
generating part 29 adds the still picture mark to the video
signals 111 from the camera part 28 and outputs to the
shooting result transmitting part 30 the video signals 113
with still picture mark. At the same time, the position/
attitude information 105 provided from the position/attitude
detecting part 23 at the time of the still picture marking and
the shooting condition 112 from the camera part 28 are
provided as the associated data 114 to the shooting result
transmitting part 30. At this time, the shooting instruction ID
number is contained in the associated data 114.

FIG. 18 is a diagram for explaining how to add the still
picture mark to the video signals. Reference characters F1,
F2, ..., F60 denote NTSC (National Television System
Committee) fields, and G1, G2, . . ., G60 vertical sync
signals. The video signals 111 consist of 60 NTSC fields per
sec. The shooting information generating part 29 superim-
poses the still picture mark on the vertical sync signal of
each NTSC field.

For example, when still picture marks are superimposed
on the vertical sync signals G3 and G4, the NTSC fields F3
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and F4 are extracted as still pictures. Incidentally, in the case
of extracting the NTSC fields F3 and F4, the still picture
mark need not always be superimposed on both of the
vertical sync signals G3 and G4 but it may be superimposed
on either one of them.

FIG. 19 is a diagram showing an example of the contents
of the associated data 114. In the data 114 there are
contained, as shown, the shooting instruction ID number, the
data and time of shooting, the shooting pattern, the position
and altitude of the helicopter 3 during shooting, the still
picture size, the total number of still pictures, the numbers
of the still pictures, the position of the shooting target
indicated by the latitude and longitude of the center of each
still picture, the altitude of the shooting target indicating the
altitude of the center of each still picture, the camera
direction and parameters for the visible-light camera and the
infrared camera.

In step ST18 the shooting result transmitting part 30 sends
the video signals 113 with still picture marks from the
shooting information generating part and the associated data
114 to the information display device 4 over an analog radio
channel and a digital radio channel, respectively. In this
instance, the associated data 114 may be multiplexed on the
analog radio channel over which the video signals 113 are
sent.

In step ST19 the shooting control part 27 makes a check
to see if one flight plan 106 has ended, and if not, the video
camera apparatus 2 repeats the processes of steps ST14 to
ST18. That is, in the case of the model shooting pattern (Q),
the processes from the step ST14 to ST18 are performed a
plurality of times for each basic shooting pattern (P) con-
tained in the model shooting pattern (Q).

Having confirmed the completion of one flight plan 106 in
step ST19, the shooting control part 17 outputs the progress-
of-shooting information 110 to the shooting planning part
24.

FIG. 20 is a flowchart showing the process of the shooting
planning part 24. The shooting instruction decision part 52
receives, in step ST21, the shooting instructions 103
received in the shooting instruction receiving part 21 and, in
step ST22, makes a check to see if the shooting pattern
contained in the received shooting instruction 103 is the
model shooting pattern (Q).

When it is found in step ST22 that the shooting pattern
contained in the shooting instruction 103 is the model
shooting pattern (Q), the shooting instruction decision part
52 reads out, in step ST23, each basic shooting pattern (P)
contained in the model shooting pattern (Q) and its shooting
condition, as the shooting instruction 103, from the model
shooting pattern storage part 51 and, in step ST24, stores the
shooting instruction 103 in the shooting instruction storage
part 53.

When it is found in step ST22 that the shooting pattern
contained in the shooting instruction 103 is the basic shoot-
ing pattern (P), the shooting instruction decision part 52
outputs the received instruction intact since the shooting
condition is also sent from the shooting instruction device 1,
and in step ST24 the decision part 52 stores the instruction
103 in the shooting instruction storage part 53.

In step ST25 the flight plan preparing part 54 reads out the
shooting instruction 103 from the shooting instruction stor-
age part 53 and compute, by reference to the altitude data of
the three-dimensional map data 104 from the map data
storage part 22 and the position/attitude information 105 of
the helicopter 3 detected by the position/attitude detecting
part 23, the flight path, flight altitude and flying speed of the
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helicopter, the position and altitude of the shooting target,
still picture marking positions for extracting still pictures
from the video being shot, and various camera conditions
including the camera angle of view corresponding to each
still picture size which satisty the shooting instruction 103
read out of the storage part 53. Based on such results of
computation, the flight plan preparing part 54 formulates the
flight plan 106.

In step ST26 the flight plan 106 thus made by the flight
plan preparing part 54 is stored in the flight plan storage part
55. In the case of the model shooting pattern (Q), the flight
plan preparing part 54 repeatedly performs steps ST25 and
ST26 by the same number of times as the basic shooting
patterns contained in the model shooting pattern (Q) to make
a plurality of flight plans and stores them in the flight plan
storage part 55.

In step ST27 the flight plan management part 56 reads out
one flight plan 106 from the flight plan storage part 55 and
outputs it. In the case of the model shooting pattern (Q),
there are stored a plurality of flight plans 106 in the storage
part 55; hence, whenever receiving from the shooting con-
trol part 27 the progress-of-shooting information 110 indi-
cating the completion of one flight plan 106, the flight plan
management part 56 reads out the next flight plan 106 from
the flight plan storage part 55 and outputs it.

FIG. 21 is a flowchart depicting the operation of the
information display device 4. In step ST31 the shooting
result receiving part 41 receives the video signals 113 with
still picture marks sent over the analog radio channel from
the shooting result transmitting part 30 and the associated
data 114 sent over the digital radio channel.

In step ST32 the still picture extracting part 42 extracts
still pictures 115 from the video signals 113 by detecting
therein the still picture marks, then outputs the extracted still
pictures together with the associated data 114, and stored
them in the database storage part 43, using the shooting
instruction ID number in the associated data 114 as a
memory address.

When the shooting instruction 103 sent from the shooting
instruction input part 13 contains instructions for still picture
processing such as joining of the still pictures or the esti-
mation of a burning area, the still picture extracting part 42
processes the extracted still pictures accordingly. FIG. 22 is
a diagram for explaining the still picture processing for the
estimation of a burning area. To make this estimation, use is
made of still pictures from the infrared camera as well as
from the visible-light camera.

In step ST33 the shooting information display part 45
responds to an operator’s instruction to read out of the still
pictures 115 and the associated data 114 from the database
storage part 43 using as a readout address, for example, the
shooting instruction ID number contained in the shooting
instruction sent from the shooting instruction input part 13.

In step ST34 the shooting information display part 45
displays the read-out still pictures 115 and associated data
114 on the map data 116 read out of the map data storage part
44.

Next, a detailed description will be given of the single-
point shooting (P1) depicted in FIG. 4.

In the case of instructing the single-point shooting (P1) in
the shooting instruction device 1, the shooting instruction
input part 13 responds to an. operator’s instruction to select
the single-point shooting (P1) from the shooting pattern
storage part 11 in step ST1, and in step ST2 the shooting
instruction input part 13 responds to an operator’s instruc-
tion to input shooting conditions such as the position of the
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shooting target, the choice of cameras and various shooting
parameters for camera including the still picture size. In
steps ST3 and ST4 the shooting instruction 103 is sent to the
video camera apparatus 2.

In the video camera apparatus 2 the shooting instruction
103 sent thereto is stored in the shooting instruction storage
part 53 of the shooting planning part 24 through the pro-
cesses of steps ST21 to ST24 depicted in FIG. 20.

FIG. 23 is a diagram for explaining the process by the
flight plan preparing part 54 of the shooting planning part
23. Reference character A denotes the position of the shoot-
ing target, B a shooting distance from the position A which
provides the designated still picture size, C an approach path
of the helicopter 3, D a still picture marking position, and E
a standby area.

FIG. 24 is a flowchart showing the procedure by which
the flight plan preparing part 54 obtains the holding airspace
E and the still picture marking position D. In step ST41 the
flight plan preparing part 54 obtains altitude data of the
position A from the map data 104 stored in the map data
storage part 22. In step ST42 the flight plan preparing part
54 computes the shooting distance B from the position A
which provides the designated still picture size.

In step ST43 the flight plan preparing part 54 obtains the
current position of the helicopter 3 from the position/attitude
information 105 provided from the position/attitude control
part 23 and, in step ST44, joins the current position of the
helicopter 3 and the position A of the shooting target to
define the approach path of the helicopter 3. In step ST45 the
flight plan preparing part 54 obtains altitude data over the
shooting distance B from the position A of the shooting
target on the approach path C from the map data 104 read out
of the map data storage part 22.

In step ST46 the flight plan preparing part 54 uses altitude
data from the position A of the shooting target to the
shooting-distance point B to define, as the still picture
marking position D, the intersection of the lowest altitude at
which the shooting target can be seen and the shooting-
distance point B. In step ST47 the flight plan preparing part
54 computes from the specified still picture size the flying
speed V of the helicopter 3 at which video images are not
blurred, and in step ST48 it defines the position at a distance
(shooting distance B+flying speed Vx30 sec) from the
position A as the standby area E.

The flight plan preparing part 54 formulates the flight plan
106 based on the standby area E and the still picture marking
position D, and stores it in the flight plan storage part 55.
FIG. 25 is a table showing the flight plan 106 made by the
flight plan preparing part 54, in which there are listed
processes that the flight path display control part 25, the
shooting control part 27 and the shooting information gen-
erating part 29 perform corresponding to the position of the
helicopter 3.

For example, when the helicopter has not yet flown into
the standby area E, the flight path control part 25 controls the
display of the flight path and current position of the heli-
copter 3 by the flight path display information 107, and the
shooting control part 27 provides the camera control infor-
mation 108 to the camera part 28 to set it in a default state,
for example, turning it right downward.

When the helicopter 3 is in the standby area E, the flight
path display control part 25 provides the flight path display
information 107 to the flight path display part 26 to control
the display of the flight path and current position of the
helicopter 3 and the display of its flight altitude and flying
speed. Further, the shooting control part 27 provides the
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camera control information to the camera part 28 to perform
coordinate setting for locking the camera part 28 on the
position A of the shooting target, set various camera condi-
tions including the camera angle of view which satisfies the
designated still picture size and cause the camera part 18 to
start shooting.

When the helicopter 3 is at the still picture marking
position D, the flight path display control part 25 effects, by
the flight path display control information 107, the display
control as in the case of the standby area E. The shooting
control part 27 performs, by the camera control information
108, the same setting as in the case of the standby area E, and
provides the still picture marking instruction 109 to the
shooting information generating part 29, thereafter output-
ting the progress-on-shooting information 110 to the shoot-
ing planning part 24. Further, the shooting information
generating part 29 adds still picture marks to the video
signals 111 from the camera part 28, and creates the asso-
ciated data 114 based on the position/attitude information
105 provided from the position/attitude detecting part 23
when the still picture marks were added and the shooting
information 112 from the camera part 28.

When the helicopter 3 is above the position A of the
shooting target, the flight path display control part 25 effects
the same display control as in the case of the standby area
E, and the shooting control part 27 also performs the same
setting as in the case of the standby area E.

The flight plan management part 56 of the shooting
planning part 24 reads out the flight plan 106 from the flight
plan storage part 55 and provides it to the flight path display
control part 25, the shooting control part 27 an the shooting
information generating part 29, by which the flight plan 106
shown in FIG. 25, that is, the specified single-point shooting
(P1) is implemented and a desired still picture can be
extracted in the information display device 4.

Next, a detailed description will be given of the continu-
ous shooting (P3) shown in FIG. 6.

In the case of instructing the continuous shooting (P) by
the shooting instruction device 1, the shooting instruction
input part 13 responds to an operator’s instruction to read out
the continuous shooting (P3) from the shooting pattern
storage part 11 in step ST1 in FIG. 12, and in step ST12 the
shooting instruction input part 13 responds to an operator’s
instruction to input shooting conditions such as the way
points WPT(n), the choice of camera and various shooting
parameters for camera including the still picture size. And in
steps ST3 and ST4 the shooting instruction 103 is sent to the
video camera apparatus 2.

In the video camera apparatus 2 the shooting instruction
103 sent thereto is stored in the shooting instruction storage
part 53 of the shooting planning part 24 in steps ST21 to
ST24.

FIG. 26 is a diagram for explaining the process of the
flight plan preparing part 54 in the shooting planning part 24.
Reference characters WPT(1), WPT(2), WPT(3) and WPT
(4) denote specified way points; D(1), D(2), . . . , D(4) denote
still picture marking positions; E denotes a standby area; and
WPT(0) denotes a way point which is the intersection of a
line joining the current position and the way point WPT(1)
of the helicopter 3 and the standby area E.

FIG. 27 is a flowchart showing the procedure by which
the flight plan preparing part 54 obtains the standby area E,
the way point WPT(0) and the still picture marking positions
D(n). In step ST51 the flight plan preparing part 54 numbers
the specified plural way points WPT(n) in the order of
passage.
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In step ST52 he flight plan preparing part 54 computes
from the specified still picture size the flying speed V of the
helicopter 3 which does not cause the image to appear
blurred and, in step ST52, defines the position (way point
WPT(1)+lying speed Vx30 sec) to be standby area E and,
in step ST54, defines the intersection of the line joining the
current position of the helicopter 3 and the way point
WPT(1) and the standby area E to be the way point WPT(0).

In step ST5S5 the flight plan preparing part 54 determines
the still picture marking positions D(n) between the way
points WPT(1) and WPT(2) so that extracted still pictures
overlap about 20% of their entire area. The 20% overlapping
accommodates variations in the accuracy of the shooting
position caused by shaking of the position/attitude detecting
part 23 or camera part 28, and this is also intended to
facilitate combining of the still pictures.

In step ST56 he flight plan preparing part 54 obtains
altitude data of the still picture marking position D(n) from
the map data 104 in the map data storage part 22, and in step
ST57 it determines the flight altitude of the helicopter 3 from
the maximum altitude between the wap points WPT(1) and
WPT(2). This computation of the flight altitude is conducted
when the shooting target hidden behind a mountain or
building.

In step ST58 the flight plan preparing part 54 repeats the
processes of steps ST55 to ST57 so as to determine the still
picture marking positions D(n) and the flight altitude of the
helicopter 3 until the specified last way point is reached.

Based on the still picture marking positions D(n) and the
flight altitude of the helicopter 3 thus obtained, the flight
plan preparing part 54 formulates the flight plan 106 and
stores it in the flight plan storage part 55. FIG. 28 is a table
depicting the flight plan 106 made by the flight plan pre-
paring part 54, wherein there are shown processes that the
flight path display control part 25, the shooting control part
27 and the shooting information generating part 29 perform
corresponding to the position of the helicopter 3.

For example, when the helicopter has not yet reached the
standby area E, the flight path control part 25 controls the
display of the flight path and current position of the heli-
copter 3 by the flight path display information 107, and the
shooting control part 27 provides the camera control infor-
mation 108 to the camera part 28 to set it in a default state,
for example, turning it right downward.

When the helicopter 3 is -in the standby area E [WPT(0)],
the flight path display control part 25 provides the flight path
display information 107 to the flight path display part 26 to
control the display of the flight path and current position of
the helicopter 3 and the display of its flight altitude and
flying speed as well. Further, the shooting control part 27
provides the camera control information 108 to the camera
part 28 to perform coordinate setting for locking the camera
part 28 on the position A of the shooting target, set various
camera conditions including the camera angle of view which
satisfy the designated still picture size and cause the camera
part 18 to start shooting.

When the helicopter 3 is at the still picture marking
position D(1), the flight path display control part 25 effects,
by the flight path display control information 107, the same
display control as in the case of the standby area EfTWPT(0)].
The shooting control part 27 outputs the still picture marking
instruction 109 to the shooting information generating part
29, after which it performs, by the camera control informa-
tion 108, the coordinate setting for locking the camera on the
still picture marking position D(2) and sets various camera
conditions including the angle of view which satisfy the
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specified still picture size. Further, the shooting information
generating part 29 adds still picture marks to the video signal
111 from the camera part 28, and creates the associated data
114 based on the position/attitude information 105 provided
from the position/attitude detecting part 23 when the still
picture mark was added and the shooting information 112
from the camera part 28.

When the helicopter 3 is at the last still picture marking
position D(4) between the way points WPT(1) and WPT(2),
the flight path display control part 25 effects the same
display control as in the case of the standby area E by the
flight path display control information 107, and the shooting
control part 27 outputs the still picture marking instruction
109 to the shooting information generating part 29, after
which it performs, by the camera control information 108,
the coordinate setting for locking the camera on the still
picture marking position D(5) between the next way points
WPT(2) and WPT(3) and sets various camera conditions
including the angle of view which satisfy the specified still
picture size. Moreover, the shooting information generating
part 29 adds a still picture mark to the video signal 111 from
the camera part 28, and creates the associated data 114 based
on the position/attitude information 105 provided from the
position/attitude detecting part 23 when the still picture
mark was added and the shooting information 112 from the
camera part 28.

When the helicopter 3 is at the still picture marking
position D(8) between the way points WPT(3) and WPT(4),
the flight path display control part 25 effects the same
display control as in the case of the standby area E by the
flight path display control information 107, and the shooting
control part 27 outputs the still picture marking instruction
109 to the shooting information generating part 29, after
which it performs, by the camera control information 108,
the coordinate setting for locking the camera on the still
picture marking position D(8) between the next way points
WPT(3) and WPT(4) and sets various camera conditions
including the angle of view which satisfy the specified still
picture size. Moreover, the shooting information generating
part 29 adds a still picture mark to the video signal 111 from
the camera part 28, and creates the associated data 114 based
on the position/attitude information 105 provided from the
position/attitude detecting part 23 when the still picture
mark was added and the shooting information 112 from the
camera part 28. Besides, the shooting control part 28 con-
firms the completion of the flight plan 106, and provides the
progress-of-shooting information 110 to the shooting plan-
ning part 24.

The flight plan 106 made as described above is stored in
the flight plan storage part 55. The flight plan management
part 56 of the shooting planning part 24 reads out the flight
plan 106 from the flight plan storage part 55 and provides it
to the flight path display control part 25, the shooting control
part 27 and the shooting information generating part 29, by
which the flight plan 106 shown in FIG. 28, that is, the
specified line shooting (P3) is implemented and desired still
pictures can be extracted in the information display device
4.

While in the above the shooting instruction device 1 and
the information display device 4 have been described to be
located on the ground, they may also be loaded on a ship,
airplane, satellite, or the like. The video camera apparatus 2,
though described to be loaded on the helicopter 3, may also
be loaded on some other aircraft that can fly over a disaster-
stricken area.

In this embodiment the shooting planning part 24 is
provided with the model shooting pattern storage part 51 in
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which to store each basic shooting pattern (P) contained in
the model shooting pattern (Q) and the shooting conditions
therefore so as to reduce the amount of data for communi-
cation between the shooting instruction device 1 and the
video camera apparatus 2 in the case of the shooting
instruction 103 for the model shooting pattern (Q). The
shooting planning part 24 may also be adapted to store the
shooting conditions for the basic shooting patterns (P), in
which case the shooting instruction device 1 can send the
kind of shooting pattern as the shooting instruction 103. This
permits simplification of the operation for inputting the
shooting conditions or the like in the shooting instruction
device 1 and reduction of the amount of data to be sent
between the shooting instruction device 1 and the video
camera apparatus 2, making it possible to cope with the
disaster more quickly.

On the contrary, even in the case where the shooting
planning part 24 is not equipped with the model shooting
pattern storage part 51 and the shooting instruction 103 is for
the model shooting pattern (Q), the shooting conditions may
be input in the shooting instruction device 1. This involves
inputting of the shooting conditions in the shooting instruc-
tion device 1 and causes an increase in the amount of data
to be sent from the shooting instruction device 1 to the video
camera apparatus 2. In this case, however, since the shooting
planning part 24 does not require such a large storage
capacity as that of the shooting pattern storage part 51, the
video camera apparatus 2 can be made simple in structure
and compact in size which is preferable for loading on an
aircraft.

As described above, according to the present invention,
the shooting instruction device 1 selects an appropriate one
of preset shooting patterns in accordance with the type, scale
and temporal variation of the disaster to cope with, and
sends the shooting instruction 103 based on the selected
shooting pattern and the shooting conditions corresponding
thereto, or the shooting instruction 103 based on the selected
shooting pattern, to the video camera apparatus 2 loaded on
the helicopter 3. The video camera apparatus 2 responds to
the shooting instruction 103 to make the flight plan 106 and
add a still picture mark to the video signal 111 resulting from
shooting of the target, thereafter sending the video signal
113 with still picture mark to the information display device
4 together with the associated data 114. The information
display device 4 extracts the still picture 115 from the video
signal 113, and displays it along with the associated data
114. Hence, the present invention makes it possible to
provide accurate information on the disaster in a short time
and reduce the load on operators of the shooting instruction
device 1 and the information display device 4; furthermore,
observations of the disaster are not subject to individual
operators’ judgment.

EFFECT OF THE INVENTION

As described above, according to an aspect of the present
invention, the shooting instruction device: responds to an
operator’s instruction to select a desired one of a plurality of
prestored shooting patterns; inputs shooting conditions cor-
responding to the selected shooting pattern; and sends to the
video camera apparatus a shooting instruction based on the
selected shooting pattern or shooting instruction based on
the selected shooting pattern and the input shooting condi-
tions. The video camera apparatus: receives the shooting
instruction from the shooting instruction device; make ref-
erence to map data and position/attitude information of the
aircraft; based on the received shooting instruction, com-
putes a sill picture marking position for extracting a still
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picture; makes a flight plan which satisfies the shooting
instruction; based on the flight plan, display the flight path
of the aircraft and shoots a shooting target; and adds a still
picture mark to the video signal obtained at the still picture
marking position, and sends a video signal with still picture
mark and data associated with the shooting. The information
display device: receives the video signal with still picture
mark sent from the video camera apparatus; extracts the still
picture from the video signal with still picture mark; and
displays the still picture together with the associated data.
With the shooting instruction device, it is possible to grasp
the situations of the shooting target quickly and accurately,
reduce the load on an operator and prevent that the disaster
information is subject to individual operators’ judgment.

According to the present invention, the video camera
apparatus According to another aspect of the invention, the
video camera apparatus comprising: a shooting instruction
receiving part for receiving the shooting instruction sent
from the outside over a radio channel; a map data storage
part with two- and three dimensional map data stored
therein; a position/attitude detecting part for detecting the
position/attitude information of the aircraft; a shooting plan-
ning part which: makes reference to map data in the second
map data storage part and the position/attitude information
detected by the position/attitude detecting part; based on the
shooting instruction received in the shooting instruction
receiving part, computes a still picture marking position for
extracting a still picture; and makes a flight plan which
satisfies the shooting instruction; a flight path display control
part which makes reference to map data in the second map
data storage part and the position/attitude information
detected by the position/attitude detecting part, and creates
flight path information of the aircraft based on the flight plan
made by the shooting planning part; a flight path display part
for displaying the flight path of the aircraft based on the
flight path display information; a shooting control part
which: makes reference to the position/attitude information
of the aircraft detected by the position/attitude detecting
part; based one the flight plan made by the shooting planning
part, sets camera conditions and outputs camera control
conditions; and outputs a still picture marking instruction for
adding a still picture mark to a video signal obtained by
shooting; a camera part for shooting a shooting target based
on the camera control information and for outputting a video
signal and associated shooting conditions; a shooting infor-
mation generating part which, following the flight pan made
by the shooting planning part, adds a still picture mark to the
video signal from the camera part based on the still picture
marking instruction from the shooting control part, then
outputs a video signal with still picture mark, and outputs as
the associated data said position/attitude information of the
aircraft when the still picture mark was added and the
shooting conditions from the camera part; and a shooting
result transmitting part for sending to the outside over a
radio channel the video signal with still picture mark and the
associated data provided from the shooting information
generating part. With the video camera apparatus, it is
possible to transmit the situations of the shooting target
quickly and accurately, reduce the load on an operator and
prevent that the disaster information is subject to individual
operators’ judgment.

According to the present invention, the remote-controlled
shooting method comprises the steps of: (1) selecting a
desired one of a plurality of prestored shooting patterns in
response to an operator’s instruction; (2) inputting shooting
conditions corresponding to the selected shooting pattern in
response to an operator’s instruction; (3) outputting an
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shooting instruction based on the shooting pattern selected
in step (1), or a shooting instruction based on said shooting
pattern selected in step (1) and the shooting conditions input
in step (2); (4) sending the shooting instruction to an aircraft
over a radio channel; (5) receiving the shooting instruction;
(6) making reference to map data and position/attitude
information of the aircraft, computing a still picture marking
position for extracting a still picture based on the received
shooting instruction, and making a flight plan which satisfies
the shooting instruction; (7) displaying a flight path of the
aircraft based on the flight plan; (8) shooting a shooting
target; (9) adding a still picture to the resulting video signal
to extract therefrom a still picture; (10) sending over a radio
channel a video signal with the still picture mark and data
associated with shooting; (11) receiving the video signal
with the still picture mark and the associated data sent over
the radio channel; (12) extracting a still picture from the
video signal with the still picture mark; and (13) displaying
the extracted still picture and the associated data.
What is claimed is:
1. A remote-controlled shooting system which is provided
with a video camera apparatus loaded on an aircraft, a
shooting instruction device for sending a shooting instruc-
tion to said video camera apparatus over a radio channel, and
an information display device for displaying the results of
shooting by said video camera apparatus sent thereto over a
radio channel, wherein:
said shooting instruction device: responds to an operator’s
instruction to select a desired one of a plurality of
prestored shooting patterns; inputs shooting conditions
corresponding to said selected shooting pattern; and
sends to said video camera apparatus a shooting
instruction based on said selected shooting pattern or
shooting instruction based on said selected shooting
pattern and said input shooting conditions;
said video camera apparatus: receives said shooting
instruction from said shooting instruction device; make
reference to map data and position/attitude information
of said aircraft; based on said received shooting
instruction, computes a still picture marking position
for extracting a still picture; makes a flight plan which
satisfies said shooting instruction; based on said flight
plan, display the flight path of said aircraft and shoots
a shooting target; and adds a still picture mark to the
video signal obtained at said still picture marking
position, and sends a video signal with still picture
mark and data associated with said shooting; and

said information display device: receives said video signal
with still picture mark sent from said video camera
apparatus; extracts said still picture from said video
signal with still picture mark; and displays said still
picture together with said associated data.

2. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 1,
wherein said shooting instruction device comprises:

a shooting pattern storage part with a plurality of shooting

patterns stored therein;

a first map data storage part with map data stored therein;

a shooting instruction input part which selects one of said

plurality of shooting patterns stored in said shooting
pattern storage part in response to said operator’s
instruction, inputs said shooting conditions through use
of said map data in said first map data storage part
corresponding to said selected shooting pattern, and
outputs said shooting instruction based on said selected
shooting pattern, or said shooting instruction based on
said selected shooting pattern and said input shooting
conditions; and
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a shooting instruction transmitting part for sending said
shooting instruction from said shooting instruction
input part over a radio channel.

3. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 2,
wherein said shooting pattern storage part has stored therein,
as said plurality of shooting patterns, a plurality of basic
shooting patterns and a plurality of model shooting patterns
which are combinations of said basic shooting patterns.

4. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 3,
wherein said shooting pattern storage part has stored therein,
as one of said basic shooting patterns, a single-point shoot-
ing pattern for extracting one still picture at a point specified
by some coordinates from a video image obtained by said
video camera apparatus.

5. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 3,
wherein said shooting pattern storage part has stored therein,
as one of said basic shooting patterns, a multiple-point
shooting pattern for extracting, at fixed time intervals, a
plurality of still pictures at points specified by some coor-
dinates from a video image obtained by said video camera
apparatus.

6. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 3,
wherein said shooting pattern storage part has stored therein,
as one of said basic shooting patterns, a line shooting pattern
for shooting a continuously stretching shooting target and
for extracting a plurality of still pictures.

7. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 3,
wherein said shooting pattern storage part has stored therein,
as one of said basic shooting patterns, an area shooting
pattern for shooting a wide shooting target area and for
extracting a plurality of still pictures.

8. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 3,
wherein said shooting pattern storage part has stored therein,
as one of said basic shooting patterns, a spotlight shooting
pattern for shooting a target from said aircraft flying around
a spot specified on a map and for extracting a plurality of still
pictures shot from different directions.

9. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 3,
wherein said shooting pattern storage part has stored therein,
as one of said basic shooting patterns, a panoramic shooting
pattern for shooting a target from said aircraft hovering over
its center while turning a camera and for extracting a
plurality of still pictures shot from different directions.

10. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 1,
wherein said video camera apparatus comprises:

a shooting instruction receiving part for receiving said
shooting instruction from said shooting instruction
device;

a second map data storage part with two- and three
dimensional map data stored therein;

a position/attitude detecting part for detecting the
position/attitude information of said aircraft;

a shooting planning part which: makes reference to map
data in said second map data storage part and said
position/attitude information detected by said position/
attitude detecting part; based on said shooting instruc-
tion received in said shooting instruction receiving part,
computes a still picture marking position for extracting
a still picture; and makes a flight plan which satisfies
said shooting instruction;

a flight path display control part which makes reference to
map data in said second map data storage part and said
position/attitude information detected by said position/
attitude detecting part, and creates flight path informa-
tion of said aircraft based on said flight plan made by
said shooting planning part;
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a flight path display part for displaying the flight path of
said aircraft based on said flight path display informa-
tion;

a shooting control part which: makes reference to said
position/attitude information of said aircraft detected
by said position/attitude detecting part; based on said
flight plan made by said shooting planning part, sets
camera conditions and outputs camera control condi-
tions; and outputs a still picture marking instruction for
adding a still picture mark to said video signal obtained
by shooting;

a camera part for shooting a shooting target based on said
camera control information and for outputting a video
signal and associated shooting conditions;

a shooting information generating part which, following
said flight pan made by said shooting planning part,
adds a still picture mark to said video signal from said
camera part based on said still picture marking instruc-
tion from said shooting control part, then outputs a
video signal with still picture mark, and outputs as said
associated data said position/attitude information of
said aircraft when said still picture mark was added and
said shooting conditions from said camera part; and

a shooting result transmitting part for sending over a radio
channel said video signal with still picture mark and
said associated data provided from said shooting infor-
mation generating part.

11. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 10,

wherein said shooting planning part comprises:

a model shooting pattern storage part having stored
therein a model shooting pattern and its shooting
conditions, said model shooting pattern being a com-
bination of basic shooting patterns;

a shooting instruction decision part which: receives said
shooting instruction and decides the shooting pattern
instructed by said shooting instruction device; in the
case of a basic shooting pattern, outputs said received
shooting instruction intact; and in the case of a model
shooting pattern, reads out each basic shooting pattern
contained in said model shooting pattern stored in said
model shooting pattern storage part and said shooting
conditions corresponding thereto, and outputs them as
said shooting instruction;

a shooting instruction storage part for storing said shoot-
ing instruction provided from said shooting instruction
decision part;

a flight plan preparing part which: reads out said shooting
instruction stored in said shooting instruction storage
part; makes reference to said map data in said second
map data storage part and said position/attitude infor-
mation of said aircraft detected in said position/attitude
detecting part; computes a still picture marking position
for extracting a still picture; and makes a flight plan
which satisfies said shooting instruction;

a flight plan storage part for storing said flight plan made

by said flight plan generating part; and

a flight plan management part for reading out said flight

plan stored in said flight plan storage part and outputs
said read-out flight plan.

12. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 11,
wherein in the case of having received a shooting instruction
indicating the single-point shooting as the shooting pattern
and the position of the shooting target and the still picture
size as the shooting conditions, said flight plan preparing
part obtains altitude data of said shooting target position
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from said map data in said second map data storage part,
computes the shooting distance from said shooting target
position which provides said still picture size, obtains the
current position of said aircraft from said position/attitude
information detected by said position/attitude detecting part,
obtains an approach path of said aircraft from said current
position of said aircraft and said shooting target position;
obtains altitude data from said shooting target position to the
position of said shooting distance on said approach path
from said map data in said second map data storage part, and
computes the intersection of the lowest altitude where said
shooting target can be seen and said shooting distance on
said approach path, thereby computing a still picture mark-
ing position.

13. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 11,
wherein in the case of having received a shooting instruction
indicating the line shooting as the shooting pattern and a
plurality of way points and the still picture size as the
shooting conditions, said flight plan preparing part computes
each still picture marking position between said way points
in a manner to provide overlapping of still pictures, obtains
altitude data of said each still picture marking position from
the map data in said second map data storage part, and
calculates the flight altitude of said aircraft from the maxi-
mum altitude in said altitude data.

14. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 10,
wherein when said shooting information generating part
adds a still picture mark to the video signal from said camera
part, said still picture mark is superimposed on a vertical
sync signal in said video signal.

15. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 1,
wherein said information display device comprises:

a shooting result receiving part for receiving said video
signal with still picture mark and said associated data
from said video camera apparatus;

a still picture extracting part for extracting said still
picture from said video signal with still picture mark
received in said shooting result receiving part and for
outputting said still picture together with said associ-
ated data;

a database storage part for storing said still picture and
said associated data output from said still picture
extracting part;

a third map data storage part for storing map data; and

a shooting information display part which reads out said
still picture and said associated data stored in said
database storage part and display them on the map data
read out of said third map data storage part.

16. The remote-controlled shooting system of claim 15,
wherein said still picture extracting part responds to said
shooting instruction from said shooting instruction device to
perform still picture processing such as joining together
extracted still pictures or estimation of a burning area.

17. A video camera apparatus which is loaded on an
aircraft and shoots a shooting target in response to an
external shooting instruction, said video camera apparatus
comprising:

a shooting instruction receiving part for receiving said

shooting instruction sent over a radio channel;

a map data storage part with two- and three dimensional
map data stored therein;

a position/attitude detecting part for detecting the
position/attitude information of said aircraft;

a shooting planning part which: makes reference to map
data in said second map data storage part and said
position/attitude information detected by said position/
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attitude detecting part; based on said shooting instruc-
tion received in said shooting instruction receiving part,
computes a still picture marking position for extracting
a still picture; and makes a flight plan which satisfies
said shooting instruction;

a flight path display control part which makes reference to
map data in said second map data storage part and said
position/attitude information detected by said position/
attitude detecting part, and creates flight path informa-
tion of said aircraft based on said flight plan made by
said shooting planning part;

a flight path display part for displaying the flight path of
said aircraft based on said flight path display informa-
tion;

a shooting control part which: makes reference to said
position/attitude information of said aircraft detected
by said position/attitude detecting part; based on said
flight plan made by said shooting planning part, sets
camera conditions and outputs camera control condi-
tions; and outputs a still picture marking instruction for
adding a still picture mark to a video signal obtained by
shooting;

a camera part for shooting a shooting target based on said
camera control information and for outputting a video
signal and associated shooting conditions;

a shooting information generating part which, following
said flight plan made by said shooting planning part,
adds a still picture mark to said video signal from said
camera part based on said still picture marking instruc-
tion from said shooting control part, then outputs a
video signal with still picture mark, and outputs as said
associated data said position/attitude information of
said aircraft when said still picture mark was added and
said shooting conditions from said camera part; and

a shooting result transmitting part for sending to the
outside over a radio channel said video signal with still
picture mark and said associated data provided from
said shooting information generating part.

18. The video camera apparatus of claim 17, wherein said

shooting planning part comprises:

a model shooting pattern storage part having stored
therein a model shooting pattern and its shooting
conditions, said model shooting pattern being a com-
bination of basic shooting patterns;

a shooting instruction decision part which: receives said
shooting instruction and decides the shooting pattern
instructed by said shooting instruction device; in the
case of a basic shooting pattern, outputs said received
shooting instruction intact; and in the case of a model
shooting pattern, reads out each basic shooting pattern
contained in said model shooting pattern stored in said
model shooting pattern storage part and said shooting
conditions corresponding thereto, and outputs them as
said shooting instruction;

a shooting instruction storage part for storing said shoot-
ing instruction provided from said shooting instruction
decision part;

a flight plan preparing part which: reads out said shooting
instruction stored in said shooting instruction storage
part; makes reference to said map data in said second
map data storage part and said position/attitude infor-
mation of said aircraft detected in said position/attitude
detecting part; computes a still picture marking position
for extracting a still picture; and makes a flight plan
which satisfies said shooting instruction;
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a flight plan storage part for storing said flight plan made

by said flight plan generating part; and

a flight plan management part for reading out said flight

plan stored in said flight plan storage part and outputs
said read-out flight plan.

19. The video camera apparatus of claim 18, wherein in
the case of having received a shooting instruction indicating
the single-point shooting as the shooting pattern and the
position of the shooting target and the still picture size as the
shooting conditions, said flight plan preparing part obtains
altitude data of said shooting target position from said map
data in said map data storage part, computes the shooting
distance from said shooting target position which provides
said still picture size, obtains the current position of said
aircraft from said position/attitude information detected by
said position/attitude detecting part, obtains an approach
path of said aircraft from said current position of said aircraft
and said shooting target position; obtains altitude data from
said shooting target position to the position of said shooting
distance on said approach path from said map data in said
map data storage part, and computes the intersection of the
lowest altitude where said shooting target can be seen and
said shooting distance on said approach path, thereby com-
puting a still picture marking position.

20. The video camera apparatus of claim 18, wherein in
the case of having received a shooting instruction indicating
the line shooting as the shooting pattern and a plurality of
way points and the still picture size as the shooting
conditions, said flight plan preparing part computes each
still picture marking position between said way points in a
manner to provide overlapping of still pictures, obtains
altitude data of said each still picture marking position from
the map data in said map data storage part, and calculates the
flight altitude of said aircraft from the maximum altitude in
said altitude data.

21. The video camera apparatus of claim 17, wherein
when said shooting information generating part adds a still
picture mark to the video signal from said camera part, said
still picture mark is superimposed on a vertical sync signal
in said video signal.

22. A remote-controlled shooting method comprising the
steps of:

(1) selecting a desired one of a plurality of prestored

shooting patterns in response to an operator’s instruc-
tion;
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(2) inputting shooting conditions corresponding to said
selected shooting pattern in response to an operator’s
instruction;

(3) outputting an shooting instruction based on said
shooting pattern selected in said step (1), or a shooting
instruction based on said shooting pattern selected in
said step (1) and said shooting conditions input in said
siep (2);

(4) sending said shooting instruction to an aircraft over a
radio channel;

(5) receiving said shooting instruction,

(6) making reference to map data and position/attitude
information of said aircraft, computing a still picture
marking position for extracting a still picture based on
said received shooting instruction, and making a flight
plan which satisfies said shooting instruction;

(7) displaying a flight path of said aircraft based on said
flight plan;

(8) shooting a shooting target;

(9) adding a still picture to the resulting video signal to
extract therefrom a still picture;

(10) sending over a radio channel a video signal with said
still picture mark and data associated with shooting;

(11) receiving said video signal with said still picture
mark and said associated data sent over said radio
channel;

(12) extracting a still picture from said video signal with
said still picture mark; and

(13) displaying said extracted still picture and said asso-
ciated data.

23. The remote-controlled shooting method of claim 22,
wherein said plurality of preset shooting patterns in said step
(1) are a plurality of basic shooting patterns and a plurality
of model shooting patterns, each consisting of a combination
of said basic shooting patterns.

24. The remote-controlled shooting method of claim 22,
wherein said step (9) is a step of superimposing said still
picture mark on a vertical sync signal of said video signal.

25. The remote-controlled shooting method of claim 22,
wherein said step (12) includes a step of performing still
picture processing such as combining still pictures or esti-
mation of a burning area in response to said shooting
instruction.



